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Improving life on your land.

Tarter Farm and Ranch has been manufacturing high
quality products you need to pursue your passion for
over 75 years.
Visit your local Tarter Dealer or visit us online
to view our full catalog of farm and ranch equipment.
• Gates and Panels
• Cattle Equipment
• Equine Equipment
• Small Animal Equipment
• Kennels
• Tanks and Galvanized Products
• Front-Attach Implements
• 3-Point Implements
• UTV and ATV Equipment
• Rodeo and Arena Equipment
• Custom Manufacturing
• Wire & Fencing Supplies
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TARTERUSA.COM • 800-414-2837

Homespace

A MESSAGE FROM
PEAVEY INDUSTRIES LP PRESIDENT
AND CEO, DOUG ANDERSON

W

elcome to the inaugural issue of Homespace
magazine! We have been publishing the
popular Connected to the Land magazine for
our Peavey Mart customers for five years and received
so much great feedback – we knew creating a new and
relevant Ace-centric magazine would be a great way
to connect with our dealer-owned and corporate Ace
Canada customers as well.
This summer, as we all have either started, or are
looking forward to getting back to a normal life, we
hope you will continue to value the spaces you have
recently developed and enjoyed inside and outside
your home as much as ever. With this issue and those
that will follow, we’ll bring you a variety of articles
with topics from home and yard maintenance, interior
design ideas, projects and a recipe or two for the
foodies. If there is a topic or feature you would like
to see in an upcoming issue, please drop a line to
feedback@peaveyindustries.com – we’d love to hear
from you.
We hope you enjoy Homespace magazine and the
articles presented within this first issue. Among other
things, you will find a great article on every kid’s
dream home – a treehouse, as well as many adults’
dream – a rock garden in your back yard oasis.
W

Photo by Drew Kenworthy.

DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!
This first issue is also online at
www.ace-canada.com
Summer 2021
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Proudly Canadian.
Plastic manufacturer
since 1953.

POLYTUBES extrudes and fabricates its polyethylene pipe
from a Linear Low Density Polyethylene (L.L.D.P.E.)
ethylene – butane copolymer resin. This material carries
CSA approvals for potable water applications. It also provides
an excellent combination of toughness, durability and
environmental stress crack resistance for pressure and
non-pressure pipe applications.
POLYTUBES polyethylene piping systems offers some
unique characteristics such as low cost installation, rough
handling in extremely cold weather, excellent chemical
resistance, will not corrode and long service life with
minimal maintenance requirements.

Polytubes
16221 – 123rd Ave, Edmonton AB T5V 1N9
polytubes.com | 1 800 663 8899

Canadian Agri-Blend

Canadian Agri-Blend Inc. is a 100% CANADIANOWNED & OPERATED
vitamin / mineral supplement manufacturer in business for over 50 years.

We are best known in the farming industry for our convenient and
easy-to-use feed supplement blocks and milk replacer products:
• Agri-Blok™, Equest™, Agri-Melc 2000™ milk replacers, and Agri-Blok™ Salt and
Agri-Blok™ Redmond™ All Natural salt.
• Agri-Blok™ products for Cattle include 20% Range Cattle All Natural Protein
Supplement, 25% Range Cattle Protein Supplement, and 10:10 Range Cattle
Mineral.
• Equest™ products for Horses include Agri-Blok™ 8:8 Salt Mineral,
Agri-Blok™ 15% Protein, and 17% Horse Crunch.
• Agri-Blok™ products for Sheep include 20% Range Sheep, and
10:6 Range Sheep Mineral Block.
• Agri-Melc 2000™ Milk Replacer is available for Calves (Agri-Melc 20-20-16 MF),
Lambs (Agri-Melc 23-23-30) and Kid Goats (Agri-Melc 22-22-20).

For more information, please visit www.canadianagriblend.com or e-mail norm@canadianagriblend.com. 1-800-340-2311
Canadian Agri-Blend Inc. proudly Canadian, owned and operated. Our 58,000 sq. ft facility is 15 minutes north of Edmonton in Morinville.
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ONE, TWO, TREE
BUILDING A TREEHOUSE WITH EASE
Story by Geoff Geddes.

W

hile adults fantasize about their
dream home, most kids dream about
having the ultimate treehouse. Done
right, it is a place where they will play, escape,
commune with nature, and have a spot they
can truly call their own. Dreaming alone won’t
get it done, but following some simple steps
can quickly move the fantasy to reality.
As with your dream home, the location of the
tree house can make all the difference. Think
of the tree you pick as akin to the foundation
of your house, because choosing the wrong
tree can ruin everything. In general, bigger
is better, as a smaller trunk will likely be
blown back and forth in a storm, stripping off
your tree bolts and shattering your project
in one fell swoop. By contrast, a larger trunk
or a grouping of trees lets your treehouse
withstand the wind and remain in place.
While bigger is better for choosing the right
tree, less is more when it comes to support
beams. The key is to ensure that the tree
continues to thrive and grow after the
Summer 2021

house is built, and for that purpose, single
large bolts are better than several screws
or nails. The latter can result in the tree
compartmentalizing the area where you are
building, so that eventually the wood dies and
your dream dies with it.
Though your first thought on height might
be to keep the house relatively low in the tree
to maximize safety, keep in mind that it’s the
strength of construction and addition of a
railing that protects your children. A large
part of the treehouse appeal for kids is about
escaping to a home in the sky, so place it
accordingly. As a rule of thumb, if you can’t
stand upright beneath the house, it’s too low.
For the most part, you should approach
treehouse construction like you would the
building of a deck for your home. Once you’ve
connected beams to the tree trunks, install
joists and deck boards for flooring. In terms
of size, think long term and make the house
large enough to hold the interest of your child
and their friends as they grow. For example,

it should be able to accommodate an air
mattress for sleepovers, something that isn’t
always considered in the initial design.
Last, but certainly not least in the eyes of
your child, are the extra items that make the
house special. Once you’ve added a ladder
or ramp to allow entry, consider the classic
treehouse dumb waiter comprised of a rope
and bucket. What about a fireman’s pole or
miniature zipline? You could also look at
adding platforms higher up that would appeal
to older children.
There are so many possibilities when it comes
to building a treehouse for your kids that it
might seem overwhelming. But as with any
home project, the key is getting started. Before
you know it, you’ll have a treehouse that most
kids can only dream of.
W
Geoff Geddes is a freelance writer/editor
based in Edmonton. He specializes in writing
articles, blog posts and website content for the
agriculture industry.
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CREATING THE RIGHT VIBE FOR YOUR YARD
Story by Doreen Pendgracs.

P

eople think of different things when they think of rock gardens. When we moved to our current home in lake
country, we created a small rock garden and path leading up to our spacious new back deck. I wanted the
ambiance of the garden to be peaceful—almost Zen like. So in addition to the soft colours of the river rocks
that created the rock bed, we strategically placed some colourful flowering potted plants at the corners of the
garden. We also placed a ceramic statue of an Asian warrior holding a plate for birdseed outside our living room
window, so that we could watch the birds coming to feed. The adjacent path was comprised of a porous cement
mixture poured into custom moulds to resemble rocks. For such a small space, it’s filled with natural beauty and
gives us an abundance of year-round pleasure.

SIZE AND PLACEMENT DETERMINE FUNCTIONALITY
Debbie Aitkenhead and her late husband Gordie chose to remove the sod that was between the trees at their
summer cottage because there was always an abundance of weeds growing among their Aspen trees. They filled
the area with red lava rock and created a lovely rock garden that even looks nice when snow is still on the ground.
“We used a rototiller to get rid of the grass and weeds in the area between the trees,” says Aitkenhead. “You’ve
got to figure out exactly where to want to place the plants in your garden, and then lay down some good quality
planting soil to nourish the plants. But one of the most important things before you lay the rocks is to top the soil
with landscaping fabric (cutting out the holes for your plants) and then put edging around the whole garden to try
and keep those weeds out.”
Plant selection is also very important when you’re planting the plants directly into the soil of a rock garden. “You’ve
really got to ‘know your zone’ when choosing perennials,” says Aitkenhead. “We found that lavender didn’t grow
well in our rock garden. And that the neighbour’s cat liked some of our plants a little too much! So it’s important to
get plants that will not attract the kind of visitors you don’t want.” Aitkenhead says she’s had good luck with hostas,
shasta daisies, chives, and lilies. One thing that pet owners should keep in mind is that certain plants are toxic to
animals. For instance, our local veterinarian cautions cat owners against having lilies of any kind in a place where
cats can rub up against them as all parts of the lily plant can cause kidney failure in cats—whether it’s brushing up
against the pollen and then licking it off, or from eating a flower or leaf of a lily plant.
As it is unlikely that you will have soil depth of more than six inches in your rock garden, it’s also important to
consider selecting plants that have more of a horizontal root system rather than plants with roots that grow
long and deep. For example, I tried growing coneflowers (also called Echinacea plants as they are used to make
Echinacea herbal supplements) in my garden and was unsuccessful as the soil wasn’t deep enough. As the depth
of soil in your rock garden is thinner than in a traditional garden, it is also important to fertilize often and water
regularly to keep the plants in optimum condition.

CLEAR THE PATH
Jason Weidl is operations manager for Eddie’s Gravel Supply in Winnipeg Beach, Manitoba. The company has
served Manitoba’s Interlake region for 65 years. Weidl says there appears to be a growing interest in rock gardens.
“Rock gardens are ideal for troubled areas where you can’t grow grass, where weeds grow too easily, or where access
with a lawn mower or tractor is difficult. Weidl also says that clients like the fact that they can easily change the
colours or design of a rock garden with minimal effort or expense. “A rock garden can be changed or enhanced over
the years by incorporating different plants or boulders to keep it fresh,” he says. “But the one most important thing
that people need to think about is access. If they want to use large boulders, we need to use a piece of equipment
that can move those large boulders into place. So there needs to be clear access for the contractor to deliver the
components of the rock garden to the site where it will be created.”
Another thing that Weidl stresses is the importance of using the best quality landscaping fabric available. “We use
a geo-tech filter cloth for our landscaping cloth and have had excellent results with it,” he says. “It’s also important
for the homeowner to have a plan with the approximate size they want their rock garden to be. And if possible,
to visit the shop, where they can see the different varieties of stones and rocks available. They can then choose
the rock sizes and colours that work best for them.” River rock is the least expensive option. Large black granite
boulders can be the most costly.
Interpretation of the term ‘rock garden’ has expanded far beyond the traditional. A rock garden can be anything the
property owner imagines in order to achieve the specific effect they’re looking for.
Rock gardens are a great way to create personalized long-lasting, low-maintenance feature spaces for your
property. How will you choose to make your personal statement?
W
Doreen Pendgracs is a freelance writer and award-winning author with a passion for travel, flowers, and chocolate.
Visit her website at chocolatour.net for more stories.

Summer 2021

9

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

SMALL TOWN LIVING
KEEPING THINGS INTERESTING
Story and photos by Richard A. Nichols.

O

ne of the coolest things about a small
town is every time you go into a place
where people gather, you’re going to
meet folks who have interesting stories to tell.

the energy industry based out of Drayton
Valley and later Stettler, the couple retired
back to Sundre in 2007. Leo has been the
town’s leading handyman ever since.

Take Sundre, Alberta (population 3,000),
for example. You’ll find Sundre about 100
kilometers northwest of Calgary. It’s the last
town you pass through before hitting the
eastern slope of the Rockies.

“I’ve always liked to meet new people, and
this has been a good way to do it. When I
retired, I learned very quickly that I couldn’t
just lay around on the couch,” Leo said. “My
main customer base is seniors. There are a lot
of them living in Sundre, because it’s a good
place to retire.”

Recently I dropped into the Ace Hardware
store to pick up a package of finishing nails
and who should I run into but Leo Vollman,
the town handyman, and Jolene and Brian
Battersby, who run the new machine shop.
They’re all regular customers and appreciate
the symbiotic connection with other local
businesses in serving each other and their
community.
Leo has been Sue’s Honey-Do Handyman for
the past 14 years. Sue is Leo’s wife. She came
up with the name.
“I’ve been helping people with their ‘honeydo’ lists for as long as I can remember,” said
Leo. “Back when I was working, I’d come off
shift and spend my time framing basements
or doing odd jobs for people who are unable
to do the work themselves. It’s something I’ve
always enjoyed but I’ve only been doing it as a
business since I retired.”
Leo and Sue Vollman met in high school, and
married in 1980. After a successful career in
10

And Leo gets a lot of work. Truth be told,
this town could use about a dozen more
handymen.

Leo and Sue are empty nesters. Their daughter
Amanda lives on Vancouver Island with her
husband and their two children. Their son
Trevor lives in Calgary. Their other daughter,
Patricia, passed away in an accident at the age
of seven.
“With the family all grown up, our little
Yorkshire Terriers, Chase and Ryder, are
the only kids still at home,” Leo said. “But
we have excellent neighbours and a great
neighbourhood. There are lots of things to do,
and we’ve always liked to help out wherever
we’re needed.”

“You never know what’s going to happen,” he
said. “For a while, there will be a whole bunch
of mechanical work – brakes on a car, an oil
change, things like that – then all of a sudden
it seems like I’m installing dishwashers and
unplugging drains, every day. It comes in
waves, and it’s never the same thing for long.”
“Winter is a particularly busy time, because a
lot of people live in mobile homes that have
to be winterized. They have pipes that are not
protected against the cold, and freeze-ups are
common.”
Their slogan is ‘Got a Honey-Do List? Rent My
Honey’. Leo recalled the time someone called
Sue and asked to rent her honey. “Sue couldn’t
figure out what she was talking about until the
lady said ‘that’s what you said in your ad.’”

Leo Vollman.
Homespace

People in central Alberta spend a lot of their
summers camping and fishing, and Leo and
Sue are not exceptions. They’re also active
members of the local Nazarene church. But
the thing they enjoy most is heading out to
Vancouver Island to spend time with Amanda,
Jay, and the grandchildren.
Most of Leo’s customers are in Sundre, but he
occasionally also gets calls to neighbouring
communities like Caroline and Olds. A good
handyman is always in demand and over the
years Leo’s reputation has spread far and wide.
In fact, landlords living in Calgary and Red
Deer also call him to look after their properties
in Sundre.
“It’s nice to be known as honest and helpful,”
he said. “For me, the best part of the business
is the appreciation I get from the people I work
with.”
Brian and Jolene Battersby opened their
Sundre Machine Shop on the east side of town
back in 2018, but it’s still known as “the new
machine shop.” Things stay new for a long
time, in small towns.
“We manufacture and repair equipment
for both industry and the general public,”
Jolene said. “What sets us apart is our three
Computerized Numerically Controlled (CNC)
metal fabricators. CNC machining creates high
precision metal products, using computers to
control the manufacturing process.”
Jolene works in the front office and is also
a substitute teacher in the local school
district. “Brian is the only human in the back
shop,” she added. “He spends a lot of time
programming the machines, which we think of
as our ‘employees.’”
“Our philosophy is simple – to serve the needs
of the community,” said Brian. “I’ve always
been interested in creating and building. It’s
always a challenge. We never know what kind
of project will walk in the door next, and that
keeps it interesting.”
Brian was born and raised in Drayton Valley,
west of Edmonton, and Jolene in Sundre.
They were introduced to each other by Brian’s
younger sister when Brian was a millwright in
Drayton Valley and Jolene was finishing her
education degree at the University of Alberta.
They married in 2016, just as Brian was
nearing the end of a four-year project building
himself a house.
“Saying ‘I Do’ surrounded by our most
cherished people was unforgettable,” said
Jolene. “We have learned to never take those
times for granted.”
The couple spent two years in Drayton Valley
and fully expected to stay permanently. But
Jolene’s dad uncovered a vacant property that
was a perfect location for a machine shop. For
Brian, the opportunity to put all his training
as a journeyman electrician, millwright,
and machinist to use while running his own
business was too good to pass up. And Jolene
welcomed the chance to move back home.
Summer 2021

Brian and Jolene Battersby.

“I was thrilled to move back to Sundre,” she
recalled, “and we live right next to our shop. It’s
about as convenient as you can get.”

year, either. But there’s always next year.”

Like any active young couple, Brian, 38, and
Jolene, 37, enjoy camping, and exploring.
“With Covid, our travel has been limited but
we’ve been to France, Belgium, England,
Scotland, and the Dominican Republic.”

Brian and Jolene are looking forward to
eventually buying an acreage outside of
Sundre, where they can entertain their
nephews and nieces and provide running
room for their “fur babies” – Maggie, a 12-yearold Golden Retriever, and Hank, a four-yearold German Shepard.

They’re also part of a group that travels to
Bonneville Salt Flats, in Utah every year to race
their family’s 1932 Ford. Brian serves on the pit
crew, and makes any parts that are required.

They spend a lot of time with family, and
though the pandemic has recently limited
their visits with Brian’s family in Drayton
Valley, small-town life suits them just fine.

“It takes a whole team of people to participate
in this event, every year,” Brian said.

“We feel fortunate to live in a beautiful town
and wonderful community”, Brian said. “That
small town feel is what makes it so enjoyable.”
W

“The race vehicles always need working on,
and having Brian’s experience is certainly
an asset to the team,” added Jolene. “The
pandemic forced cancellation of the event last
year and we won’t be crossing the border this

Richard A. Nichols (www.ansoncopy.com) is a
farm writer from Okotoks, Alberta.
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SWEET CHILI SHORT RIBS
A SPECIAL PIT BOSS TREAT!
Recipe by Chris Rocke. @ranchorocke

R

ibs are perfect for any occasion.
Marinating these ribs overnight, and
cooking them on your Pit Boss Grill gives
them a great smoky flavor and finish that will
have your family and friends asking for more.
DIFFICULTY: Easy
PREP TIME: 24 hours
COOK TIME: 5 hours
SERVES: 4

INGREDIENTS
•  8 beef short ribs (Individually cut)
•  2 cups sweet chili sauce (Mae Ploy or
other brand)
•  1 tablespoon Pit Boss Smoked Salt and
Pepper Rub
•  ½ cup Pit Boss Texas Mesquite and Spice
BBQ Sauce
•  2 tbsp. honey
•  1 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
•  1 tbsp. dried thyme
•  ½ cup diced green onion for garnish
12

COOKING INSTRUCTIONS
STEP 1 – Trim fat from short ribs and remove
membrane if needed – Set aside.
STEP 2 – Marinade - In a bowl, whisk together
sweet chili sauce, Pit Boss Smoked Salt and
Pepper, honey, olive oil, and thyme.
STEP 3 – Place ribs in shallow pan or resealable
bag, and pour in marinade mix. Coat ribs
thoroughly to marinate, and refrigerate
covered (or sealed in the bag) overnight.
STEP 4 – Heat Pit Boss Grill to 250, and place
ribs bone side down on grill grate, and allow to
cook for 5 hours. Just before removing, glaze
with Texas Mesquite BBQ Sauce. Place on a
serving plate and enjoy.
Top with green onion for garnish.
Pellets: Pit Boss Competition Blend.
W
Homespace

to accompany
recipe page
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ROOF REPAIRS
KEEPING A ROOF OVER YOUR HEAD ISN’T ALWAYS EASY
Story by Shari Narine.

W

eather factors, ranging from the
normal wear and tear of wind, hail and
sun to extreme conditions like winter
squalls and gusting winds, impact the integrity
of a roof.

However, the cost of the product needs to be
weighed against the longevity. Anything that
lasts beyond 50 years will cost the homeowner
three times that of the most popular asphalt
shingle.

While natural disasters make the need for roof
repair obvious, there are other times when roof
repair is warranted.

These days, asphalt shingles come in a range
of colours, tones and styles. While that variety
costs a little more money, it’s still well within
the average homeowner’s price range.

The more vulnerable spots on a roof are the
valleys – where two roofs intersect – or where
the downpipe drains off onto another part of
the roof. South and west facing roofs decline
faster because they get more intense sun.
These wearing spots should be examined
every two or three years and repaired.
However, sometimes those repairs are signs
of an aging roof. More obvious signs of a
roof coming to the end of its life are curling
or clawing (downward curling), peeling or
missing shingles; rotting cedar shakes; and
excessive granules in the eavestroughs. Within
the house, there are also definite telltale signs:
leaks; water stains on the ceiling or walls; and
mouldy insulation in the attic.
The material used for a roof dictates its length
of life. “Entry level” fiberglass asphalt shingles
last about 30 years, while rubber, metal or
stone-coated metal can offer guarantees
anywhere from 50 to 70 years.

14

Along with cost, there are other practical
aspects to consider. For instance, cedar
shakes, while stylish, have a high fire rating.
Tiles are heavy so may require extra framing
support on the roof. Rubber roofing may be
damaged by falling debris and often requires
resealing around chimneys and vents.
Roofing as a do-it-yourself project isn’t
recommended even if YouTube videos and
wrapper instructions on shingles make it
seem simple. That’s deceptive and if installed
incorrectly, there will be additional costs
incurred to repair damages. Roof installation
is labour intensive, hard on the back and hard
on the wrists. There’s also the danger of being
high above the ground.

To help the roofer, homeowners should move
objects like barbecues away from the side of
the house. While the roofer will make every
attempt to ensure discarded shingles hit the
collection bin, sometimes the wind carries
them away.
If you are replacing your roof, you may want to
use the occasion to upgrade four-inch gutters
to five-inch and extend downpipes from the
higher roof level to the lower eavestrough in
order to prevent wearing in the lower shingles.
W
With information provided by:
Randy Clark,
Owner / operator
Red Panda
Edmonton, Alberta
Shari Narine is an award-winning journalist
who has served as editor for newspapers
and magazines. Currently she works at the
Aboriginal Multi Media Society (AMMSA),
Playhouse Publications, in Edmonton.

If you do decide on a DIY, ensure that
whatever instructions you follow are intended
for the area of the country you live in. Roof
installation in Vancouver is different than roof
installation in Edmonton because of prevailing
weather conditions.
Homespace

Planting Positive Change

Trusted
Seeds for
Green Living
OVER 1100 VARIETIES
1-888-804-8820 | www.westcoastseeds.com

Traditional Workwear
Manufactured in Canada
Work Shirts;
Work Pants & Jeans;
Coveralls;
Bib Overalls;
Outerwear;
Safety Footwear (imported)

www.bigbill.com
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Canadian’s #1

on farmland
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The Perfect Fuels for
™
Gas-Powered Tools

Protect Your Outdoor Power Equipment with VP’s line of ethanol-free,
clean burning small engine fuel designed especially for your equipment.
VP has nearly 50 years of leading its industry in specialty fuels. There's a reason we are
recognized as the World Leader in Fuel Technology®. Our 4-Cycle Small Engine Fuel is a 94
octane ethanol-free gas that is developed from higher-grade base stocks and components to
provide exactly what your 4-cycle small engine needs to operate at the pinnacle of
performance. VP's 40:1 and 50:1 are premixed with a JASO FD certified synthetic oil to
provide easy starts, maximum performance, and extended engine life. No mixing, no mess.
Just pour it in and start it up!

Available at
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Learn more about VP’s Small Engine Fuels

VPRacingFuels.com/Outdoor
Homespace

